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WKMG TV Meteorologists First to Deploy Cybernet Systems’ 
GestureStorm to Improve Time-to-Air for Storm Tracking 

 
GestureStorm Gives On-Air Weather Reporters Control of Computerized Visuals 

Through Hand Gestures 
 
 
Ann Arbor, MI, December 8, 2003 — Cybernet Systems Corporation, a research and 

development firm focused on advancing the state of human-machine interaction, today 

announced the first deployment of GestureStorm™ at WKMG TV, a CBS affiliate station 

in Orlando, FL.  GestureStorm, a software interface enabling the use of hand gestures 

for control of computerized visuals,  allows meteorologists to reduce the preparation time 

normally required for weather reports.  Instead of scripting an on-air report where the 

timing of computerized maps is memorized, a weathercaster can go direct to broadcast 

– providing a competitive edge for breaking weather news.   

 

“In the Orlando area, where storms are common, it’s important to get severe weather 

information on air as quickly as possible,” said Bob Baron, Jr., chief products officer of 

Baron Services, Inc., the exclusive provider of the GestureStorm system.  “By using 

Cybernet Systems’ GestureStorm in conjunction with our FasTrac®, WKMG 

meteorologists can eliminate the time formerly required to memorize when and where 

weather and Doppler radar maps will appear on the monitor.  Now, they control the pace 

of the visuals and even incorporate spontaneous close-ups with simple hand movements 

that seem natural to the viewing public.”   

 

GestureStorm tightly interfaces with Baron Services’ storm tracking and forecasting 

products, including FasTrac, NexTrac® and VIPIR®.  GestureStorm replaces the 

traditional methodology for producing on-air weather spots by interpreting simple, 

intuitive hand motions to facilitate Baron Services’ products.  This provides for more 



spontaneity and reduces both errors and the time required to prepare severe weather 

information for broadcast.  

 

“Cybernet has successfully developed a wide range of consumer goods using its gesture 

recognition technology,” noted Glenn Beach, director of technology for Cybernet 

Systems.  “With GestureStorm, we are providing a product that shaves critical minutes 

from the time required to broadcast severe weather information.”   

 

Cybernet’s gesture recognition technology was initially developed for the Department of 

Defense to facilitate troop communication during silent maneuvers.  It has since been 

successfully incorporated into commercialized products such as interactive computer 

gaming peripheral devices, business software and kiosk applications. 

 

About Baron Services 
 Established in 1990, Baron Services, Inc. creates leading-edge technologies for some 

of the fastest-growing markets in the U.S. economy. Baron manufactures weather 

graphics display systems, storm tracking systems, and radar systems. Baron Services 

serves broadcasters, major industry, public utilities, and emergency management 

agencies as a full service provider of innovative real-time, localized news and 

weather forecasting products. Baron Services operates out of Huntsville, Alabama with 

auxiliary offices in Florida, Oklahoma and North Carolina.  They are the leading 

manufacturer of Doppler weather radar for the broadcast industry in the United States 

and have won three consecutive major International contracts. They hold numerous 

patents for the detection and dissemination of severe weather information. As an 

aggressive innovator of new technologies Baron Services offers a complete suite of 

weather monitoring and display systems that continue to lead the market in detection 

and communications of significant weather. Additional information is available on the 

web at www.baronservices.com. 

 

About Cybernet Systems 
Cybernet Systems is a profitable, rapidly growing technology-based company 

developing products that combine software and Internet intelligence with human-

machine interaction.  Cybernet has successfully launched force feedback technology 

and peripherals for gaming, introduced a line of Linux-based Internet appliance software, 

http://www.openskies.net/gorilla/


and developed a series of educational software tools. The company continues to 

innovate in the areas of Internet medical systems, large-scale distributed network 

training and gaming and gesture control interface technology. Additional information on 

Cybernet Systems is available on the web at www.cybernet.com. 
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